History Policy

This policy is a statement of the aims, principles, strategies and expectations of effective teaching and learning in History at Sea View Primary. 

Intent
At Sea View Primary we shape our history curriculum to ensure it is fully inclusive to every child. Our teaching equips pupils with knowledge about the history of Britain and how it has influenced and been influenced by the wider world; know and understand about significant aspects of the history of the wider world like ancient civilisations and empires; changes in living memory and beyond living memory; learn about the lives of significant people of the past; understand the methods of historical enquiry and be able to ask and answer questions. In addition, it is important that the children are aware of their local surroundings and history. We believe that a high quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We want children to enjoy and love learning about history by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the classroom, but also with the use of visitors and educational visits. We utilise our local area to bring various aspects of the subject to life. As our children progress from early years, through to the end of KS2 their historical knowledge should grow and deepen preparing them for KS3. Each year should build upon existing knowledge, broadening understanding.

Implement
In History, teachers ensure a high standard of teaching and learning to ensure History is progressive throughout the whole school. We use a wide variety of teaching resources and approaches to deliver termly/half termly topics, to ensure coverage of the National Curriculum strands. History is also taught through cross-curricular work. We use whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to ask as well as answer historical questions and use a range of teaching styles including; 
· Teacher presentations, role play and storytelling.
· Question and answer sessions, discussions and debates about historical issues.
· Individual and group research and presentations.
· Photographs, pictures, documents and historical maps. 
· Primary and secondary sources including artefacts relating to the topic. 
· ICT- interactive white board and internet resources, digital mapping, video, CD ROMS, TV and other visual and audio resources.
· Visitors and visits to places of historical interest especially in the local area.
· Special events e.g. Victorian day and Blitz day.

We try to include real life experiences to make history fun, engaging and more accessible to all learners. As far as possible, there should be a balance between written lessons and practical activities such as drama and analysing artefacts.


Impact
Outcomes of their learning and development of historical skills can be found predominantly in topic books but can also be seen in other subjects, which demonstrates the children’s acquisitions of identified knowledge. Children are actively involved in reviewing the learning goals at the end of each session, which allows them to be constantly assessing their own learning. The children also take part in quizzes at the end of each topic. Teachers also add four assessment tasks into their planning to assess learning related to each historical skill (knowledge; explaining and analysis; primary source use; historical interpretation), which is used to record children’s progress against national expectations. As children progress throughout the school, they develop an understanding of historical content that they need to know and remember. Throughout the school, emphasis is placed on developing analytical thinking and questioning which helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. This also encourages their curiosity to know more about the past.


Curriculum Planning
The National Curriculum is the basis for our History curriculum planning. A curriculum map has been devised in order to provide a framework for the History taught within our school. The implementation of History will depend on the topic each term for different year groups. The History objectives have been organised into various themes, many in chronological order to make children’s learning relevant and interesting. Each class teacher creates a medium term plan. This feeds into weekly plans that list specific learning goals.
This also enables children to be given the opportunity to apply their historical skills and knowledge in other areas of the curriculum. The whole school plan aims to ensure progression and continuity in the knowledge and skills of History. Making links between aspects of History studied is encouraged, enabling children to build upon previous skills and experience.

Foundation Stage
History skills and knowledge are taken from the new EYFS framework (2021), specifically the  understanding the world section. This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community.  In the Foundation stage, there are many opportunities for children to find out about the past. In Sea View Foundation Stage the children listen to stories, ask how and why; use the past, present and future tense; talk about the past and present in their own lives and lives of family members; recognise similarities and differences between families and traditions, objects and materials; and role play and make up stories. Children should become familiar with key vocabulary through talk time. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
The contribution of History to teaching in other curriculum areas.
At Sea View Primary we believe that History provides an ideal context for extending children’s literacy, in speaking and listening and reading and writing. It is also the study of the human condition which provides us with opportunities to support children’s personal and social development. We believe at Sea View Primary that cross-curricular links should always be made where appropriate. 
History and ICT
We believe at Sea View Primary the use of ICT in History helps pupils to learn by providing access to large quantities of information on people, places and localities. It also provides the framework for analysing data to investigate patterns and relationships in a historical context. Once the pupils have made their findings, ICT can support in organising, editing and presenting information in many different ways. ICT provides the teachers and students with immediate access to up to date historical information.
The children are able to use a wide range of multimedia resources to help them visualise places and events through pictures, animations and sound. The children can explore the world through interactive historical maps using Digital Mapping. The internet or email enables the children to interact with peers and other communities to access and research information.

History and inclusion
All pupils are entitled to access the history curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs arising from race, gender, ability or disability, religion, social background and culture. Visits may have to be adapted to take into account individual requirements. Teachers provide differentiated activities, support and resources to meet the needs of individuals. Additional support is provided to ensure that all pupils have appropriate opportunities to develop their ideas and work; whatever their ability, beliefs or backgrounds.

Assessment
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]We use a variety of assessments to inform and plan future work and provide next steps for the pupil’s progress. The assessments include formative, self-assessment and peer assessment and day to day assessment. Class teachers keep record of the children’s progress in their topic books. Teachers include four assessment tasks in their planning which are used to assess the children’s understanding and progress in each historical skill to ensure progression in all aspects of History. The pupil’s progress is then recorded termly using this data and teacher’s highlighted skills coverage map data. Progress should be updated on iTrack when a unit is completed. Assessment data and progression are reported to parents through parent interviews and a written report to parents.  

Resources
Each year band has a selection of teacher resources needed to support their topic. We make use of the loans service from the museum which provides a selection of artefacts for the children to look at, handle and investigate.


Monitoring and Evaluation
The teaching and learning of History will be monitored through annual action plans. It will also be monitored using the analysis of iTrack data and of medium term planning, pupil and teacher interviews, scrutiny of work samples and lesson observations, in line with the school development plan.  

 
 

 











