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Religious Education Policy
Intent
At Sea View Primary School, we believe that it is important for all our pupils to learn from and about religion, so that they can understand the world around them. Discovery RE meets the requirements of our locally agreed syllabus (South Tyneside 2020).
By following Discovery RE at Sea View Primary School we intend that Religious Education will:-
-Adopt an enquiry- based approach beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving into learning about and from religion.
-Provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development.
-Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 
-Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society.
-Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice.
-Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion.
-Develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
-Nurture children’s own spiritual development



Implementation
We use Discovery RE scheme of work to learn about a multitude of religions ensuring that they are revisited throughout the Key Stages to enable a progression of learning across the school and a high standard of teaching and learning.

Teaching strategies are varied and are mindful of preferred learning styles and the need for differentiation. 
Each unit of work has a key question with a series of lessons planned around it.
-The enquiry starts from the children’s own life experiences using these as a bridge into the investigation of the religion being studied. 
-Investigation, learning about the world of religion and the application of beliefs.  
-Evaluation, children apply critical and evaluation skills to the key question and weigh up the evidence.
-Personal expression, children express personal impact and opinions.

Impact
Through their R.E. learning, the children are able to make links between their own lives and those of others in their community and in the wider world.  
Learning is assessed and children have opportunity to express their own thoughts and beliefs and empathise with believers of that religion or belief position. 
Through R.E. our children are developing an understanding of other people’s cultures and ways of life and worship, which they are then able to communicate to the wider community.  



Curriculum Planning

Early Years Foundation Stage
During EYFS pupils will have the opportunity to explore Christianity and Judaism along with special stories and places of a multitude of religions.  Religious Education in the EYFS can contribute to most of these areas of learning but perhaps most significantly to:
• personal, social and emotional development, specifically ‘self-confidence and self-awareness’, and
• understanding the world, specifically ‘people and communities’ and ‘the world’.
Therefore, in the EYFS of Discovery RE we have shown how each enquiry contributes to the specific ELGs in these two areas of learning, as well as mapping the potential coverage of the characteristics of effective learning.

Contribution of Religious Education in other curriculum areas.

RE and Computing
The children select and analyse information using the Internet. They also use ICT to review, modify and evaluate their work, and to improve its presentation. An iPad can record a visit to a place of worship, and pupils can also find the various artefacts in churches by doing virtual tours on church websites. 

RE and PHSCE
It plays an important role, particularly PSHCE, in promoting social awareness and understanding in our children. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences. We include and promote British values, ensuring that children are aware of their rights and responsibilities as UK citizens. The curriculum is designed to encourage creativity, imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and independence.
Links to other policies and curriculum areas
We recognise the clear link between RE and the following policies and staff are aware of the need to refer to these policies when appropriate. 
· Collective Worship where appropriate
· Teaching and Learning Policy
· Equal Opportunities Policy
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Child Protection Policy 
· SMSC Policy
· Prevent Strategy

RE and Inclusion
Discovery RE is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will tailor each enquiry to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this differentiation, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential. To further help teachers differentiate for children in KS1 and KS2 classes with special educational needs, each enquiry has level exemplars for the full range likely for that age group, allowing children to evidence levels from working toward to greater depth.

Assessment
Teachers are eager to ensure children are making progress with their learning throughout their RE. Therefore, each enquiry within Discovery RE has built-in assessment. This task is the formal opportunity for teacher assessment of the children’s knowledge of that religion, depth of critical thinking, and ability to answer the enquiry question. This stand-alone evidence is used in conjunction with other evidence such as records of discussions and annotations from other lessons within the enquiry to assist the teacher in reaching a best-fit level. Each enquiry has assessment levels and exemplars based on the current nationally agreed levels.



Resources
At Sea View Primary we have Religious artefact boxes for Christianity, Islam, Sikhism and Hinduism.
New resources support the implementation of Discovery RE.

Monitoring and review
The RE leader monitors delivery of the programme through observation and discussion with teaching staff, as well as annual action plans and observations. The RE Co-ordinator and MLT medium term plans and monitoring of children’s work and comment.

Right of Withdrawal 
In line with the Education Act, parents/carers have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Religious Education. Those parents/carers wishing to exercise this right are invited in to see the head teacher and/or RE Leader who will explore any concerns and discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on the child. The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the RE syllabus and that it is relevant to all pupils, and respects their own personal beliefs. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents and it should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the subject or specific parts of it. No reasons need be given. Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be respected.  Once a child has been withdrawn they cannot take part in the RE programme until the request for reinstatement is received from parents/carers.  A list will be held by the RE Coordinator of children who have withdrawn from Religious Education.
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