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Reading and Phonics statement

Intent
At Sea View Primary we aim to develop the full potential of all of our pupils as confident, literate readers and writers. We aim to teach the children to read fluently and accurately and develop skills which promote understanding and interpretation of texts to support the curriculum. We use a wide range of material to promote home school reading. Reading in Reception and Year 1 is focused on the use of Read, Write Inc. ditties and guided reading books. Reading from Year 2-Year 6 is based around texts which support Accelerated Reader. This enables children to read a wide range of both fiction and non-fiction books which are appropriately matched to their chronological reading age and ability.

Reading Statement
At our school children will learn to read with confidence, fluency and understanding, providing them with the skills required to achieve a lifetime of enjoyment through reading.  Children read in school independently, in guided groups, with reading buddies, and as a shared class session. They listen to adults and other children read, taking part in paired reading with their own and other age groups.
Our Reading Aims 
· To develop phonetic skills which lead to blending and reading accurately and fluently.
· To promote confidence and positive attitudes to reading through access to a wide range of literature.
· To develop their vocabulary and comprehension of what they have read.
· To encourage good home/school partnerships.
· To enable children to analyse what they read and to participate in discussion and debate about texts.
· To monitor each child’s progress through the use of a range of assessment strategies e.g. Reading Age tests, on-going reading observations, monitoring against end of year assessment criteria.
· To support those children who require additional support with their reading through targeted intervention and teaching.
 

Reading in School
Many activities take place which promote pre-reading skills. Children become aware of print in their environment and match pictures and words. Language comprehension is developed by talking and reading to the children. As children gain phonic knowledge they start the process of decoding.  Initially, as children learn to read, they are given a picture book with no words with the intention that they will share the book and take part in a conversation generated by the pictures. Gradually as the children’s knowledge of letters and sounds develop they begin to phonetically decode words.  This is supported through the use of Read Write Inc guided reading sessions.  Texts are directly linked to the children’s phonological understanding, which is regularly assessed using the linked assessment tools.
When children have a reading age of over six they can access Accelerated Reader. The children complete a Star Reader test which assesses children’s understanding of the texts through providing a range of questions based on reading, language and vocabulary. The test is completed on a tablet or computer. The data from this test is then used to signpost children to texts which are banded through the AR system. This ensures children are reading books which are appropriate and suitably challenging. After each book the child completes a quiz to test their understanding of the text. The children completed the Star reader test half termly which updates their data and identifies areas for further support. This data is used in class so teachers can have personalised discussions based on their quizzing, enabling teachers to support the bespoke needs of each child.

Developing Reading for Pleasure
To encourage children to read widely our English curriculum is based around a quality text to captivate pupil’s interests and motivate and inspire children to read a variety of authors and for a variety of purposes. Each class chooses a selection of age appropriate books by a variety of authors which are studied by children over the course of the year.  We try to encourage a love of reading by holding book themed days and events both as individual classes and across the whole school. eg Reading Challenges, World Book Day and Buddy Reading. 
 


Implementation 

Pre-reading and writing
In Nursery and Reception it is important to allow children to explore a wide range of texts, they need to recognise print, understand print conveys meaning and have experience of a wide range of stories and rhymes. This forms part of child initiated activities and adult directed tasks. We are using Launchpad for Literacy to support this in Early Years.
When children in Nursery and Reception are ready they begin the Read, Write Inc. phonics and reading programme.

Phonics Statement
Our school uses Read, Write Inc. for the systematic teaching of phonics. Daily sessions are taught in Reception and Key Stage One classes. Each session gives an opportunity for children to revisit their prior learning, be taught new skills and practise and apply what they have learned.
 

The principles of Read, Write Inc. Phonics
This is a full teaching programme proven to develop:
· Confident speakers,
· Fluent and enthusiastic readers,
· Keen writers
 

Children are taught to:
· Learn to read and write letter sound correspondences quickly
· Decode effortlessly
· Spell and handwrite easily
· Read with fluency and expression
· Comprehend what they read
· Write confidently using oral rehearsal
· Work effectively with a partner to articulate their learning at every step.
 

All Reception and Key Stage One staff have been trained to deliver this synthetic phonic programme.

As part of this programme the children are screened regularly (every 4-6 weeks) to analyse their strengths and areas for further development. This allows staff to group children across classes to ensure all children are accessing the correct support.
Intervention and Support
Any pupil who is not making expected progress receives additional support and intervention through Read, Write Inc. one to one sessions or bespoke intervention to suit the individual’s needs.  Staff use quality resources to target individuals and small groups for short speed sound sessions and learning to blend sessions to help improve specific sound knowledge and skills such as oral blending.
Planning 

The school’s curriculum objectives for reading are outlined for each year group in line with the National Curriculum.  All National Curriculum objectives must be taught at least once within each academic year group.  Long term and medium term planning highlights objectives to be covered throughout the year for each individual year group.  Short term planning identifies individual objectives for each lesson and outlines focused questions to support the development of the key skills.  Teacher’s plan engaging and appropriate activities which are well matched to the range of ability within their classroom, including children with SEND and more-able pupils.  These activities support children to analyse, engage with and discuss elements, extracts and whole texts from a variety of authors, text types and genres.

In KS1 teachers use robust data from regular assessments to select books from the Read Write Inc programme that are challenging while still being tightly linked to the children’s phonetic ability.  Children work progressively through the colour banded scheme developing skills around decoding, increased sight reading for pace, reading with expression and comprehension.  Teachers follow the planning guidance for each text in line with the Read Write Inc programme.  Children experience texts several times, become familiar with them and develop their authors voices.  Key questions and reading activities are pre planned after each session, allowing children to embed their phonological understanding and develop skills linked to comprehension, such as skimming and scanning.
When children complete the Read Write Inc programme teachers plan guided reading sessions based around a range of quality picture books as well as longer chapter books.  Using the National Curriculum objectives teachers plan engaging activities to develop skills including inference and deduction, as well as focused questioning to develop children’s understanding of language and vocabulary.
In KS2 teachers plan a range of reading activities including guided reading and whole class reading.  This is sometimes linked to the quality text being explored as part of their English teaching but also includes a range of authors and genres to ensure children experience a rich diet of literature.  
In Year 3 teachers plan for lower attaining children still struggling with their phonological understanding to complete the Read Write Inc programme.  Teachers plan guided reading sessions for children working at the expected standard and those working within greater depth. 
In Year 4,5 & 6 teachers plan a range of guided and whole class reading activities covering a range of text types including those outside of traditional books (advertisements, song lyrics, poetry).  Activities are directly linked to outlined objectives from the National Curriculum and focused questioning further develops each objective.
Across both KS1 and KS2 teachers must complete a minimum of one Read, Write, Perform unit per academic year.  The focus of this unit is develop oracy, expression and give purpose to reading.  Children engage with a range of exemplar texts, unpicking sentence structure, key language and writing styles before working towards a final performed outcome of their own.  
Teaching and Learning 

As in all areas of the curriculum an imaginative and engaging approach to activities together with a rich range of quality resources is used to foster an enjoyment of reading.

Sea View Primary School is dedicated to offering children a rich variety of text types including fiction and non-fiction, reflecting different cultures and interests.  Books linked to specific year group topics in Science and the humanities are displayed within classroom and a wide variety of texts are available for children accessing Accelerated Reader in both KS1 and KS2. 
EYFS

In Early Years children are given opportunities to become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.  Reading stories from big books enables the children to see how books and stories work.  Launchpad to Literacy is used to teach early literacy and reading skills.  Practitioners screen children as part of a baseline assessment and plan subsequent activities to support the development of early reading skills. When the children are ready they access Read, Write Inc to begin to learn the initial letter sounds and grapheme/phoneme correspondence.  The teaching of systematic synthetic phonics is taught on a daily basis.  This is initially as part of small group sessions as children begin to explore initial letter sounds.
Reception continue the RWI program where children secure their grapheme/phoneme correspondence for all initial letter sounds and when ready move to set 2 digraph sounds. Reception introduce the RWI ditty sheets and begin to work through the RWI reading scheme. Children are taught to read phonologically decodable texts that are matched directly to their phonic knowledge.  Regular assessment ensures the children are reading books which are both appropriate to their reading abilities yet challenging enough to enable them to progress further.

KS1

KS1 build on the progress made in EYFS using the robust data gathered from reception class teachers.  All children in KS1 read for at least 30 minutes every day. This is based on regular assessment based around the RWI phonics program.  Children work through the progressive reading scheme further developing and applying the phonic knowledge.  Daily phonic and reading sessions enable the children to improve their reading accuracy and increase the pace of their reading. The increased pace in reading enables the children to further develop their comprehension skills.  High quality questioning during these sessions further embeds this.  Regular screening allows children to make accelerated progress as reading books are tightly matched to their phonic ability.  When children complete the RWI reading and phonic scheme they access guided reading sessions using a variety of challenging, longer texts, covering a range of genres, planned around assessment focusses. 

Children’s home reading books mirror those which they have shared as part of the guided reading sessions of the previous 2 week teaching block.  These are supplemented with quality texts from the library on a bi-weekly basis.

Accelerated Reader is used from Year 2 to screen children’s independent reading ages and comprehension abilities.  Texts are well matched to each child’s reading ability using a pointed system to ensure children are able to access appropriate and challenging texts.  These books make up the body of home readers for Year 2 pupils and teachers are able to monitor progress closely as children complete comprehension assessments following every read.

KS2
Throughout KS2 children continue to access Accelerated Reader texts for 30 minutes every day.  This runs alongside discrete reading skills sessions.

In Year 3 and 4 lower attaining children are given the chance to consolidate their phonic knowledge through RWI as part of an intervention to help close the gap in attainment with their peers.  This targeted group of children are closely monitored through regular assessment in line with RWI.  They access books tightly linked to their phonological ability and progress through the strands.  For children at an expected or greater depth standard, guided reading is used using a range of texts to both inspire and challenge children.  Guided reading sessions are planned around assessment focusses based on the Year 3 curriculum. 

In years 5 and 6 a whole class text is used as the basis for reading sessions.  This is linked to the quality texts that are used as part of the literacy teaching in each year group.  Class teachers plan reading skills session which explore texts further, develop vocabulary, practice comprehension skills and allow children to respond to texts in a variety of ways i.e. writing summaries, writing job advertisements etc. and can be evidenced in both reading skills books and English books.

In Year 5 children who are working below the expected standard are screened using the Fresh Start RWI program.  This identifies specific gaps in children’s phonological knowledge and knowledge of root word and suffix understanding.  Clear gaps are identified using this approach which can then be addressed quickly and effectively by staff leads using engaging texts at a more age appropriate level.

In Year 6 the less able children are support in a small group setting with a dedicated teacher.  Opportunities are given to children to practice the skills of taking a test.  This also identifies gaps in knowledge. HLTAs deliver interventions based around these gaps as an assessment for learning tool.  

Impact

Tracking and Assessment
During daily sessions of phonics there are opportunities for practitioners to regularly assess children’s understanding of letter-sound correspondences. Outside the discrete daily phonics sessions there are opportunities to observe the application of phonics skills e.g. during guided/shared reading. During each Read, Write Inc. Phase there are clearly outlined judgements to determine if a child is secure at each level.
At Sea View Primary we use the Read, Write Inc. tracking sheet to track pupils and monitor the progress they make. Any pupil who needs additional support can therefore be quickly identified and appropriate intervention and support allocated.
Year One Screening Check
Every Year one child in Summer term will take a phonics screening check. In this test the children are expected to read 40 decodable words including some nonsense words. This progress check identifies children who may need additional support in their reading. The results are reported to parents and are published in Raise Online. Any child who does not achieve the pass mark in this test will be retested in Year Two.

Assessment of Reading
Reading is assessed regularly and monitored on the school tracking system. External tests for Key Stage One and Two are completed in Summer term and reported to parents and in Raise Online. Children from Year One also complete termly written reading tests.
In KS2, optional SAT reading tests are also used to monitor progress. Liaison with the school SENCO and external agencies is arranged for children who require additional support and reading intervention strategies.
